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Jesus Has No Time for Triage 

It’s a narrative of two healings.  A dying little girl, 
the daughter of  synagogue leader Jairus, and the no-
name, hopeless nobody woman who has been that 
way for twelve years. 
 
It is also a narrative of the man of power. The 
healing rabbi from Nazareth.  Could it be a narrative 
about who is most deserving of his attention? 

Given the views of sickness and suffering as 
outcomes of God’s judgement and prejudice for 

the righteous in 
Jesus’ day, it 
may well have 
been. 

If it is, then there is 
no contest as to 
who is more 
deserving.  Jairus’ 

daughter wins.  She has her whole life ahead of her 
and anyway she is from the correct family with the 
correct connections. At twelve years of age she is 
ready to begin being fertile and menstrual. 

The woman in the crowd is a hopeless case. Already 
judged by the futility of her expended resources and 
the duration of the disease that renders her 
permanently unclean, she is a waste of the master’s 
time and his limited power. Her life is finished.  In 
fact, the very guerilla tactic she employs by sneaking 
up on him under cover of the crowd to be healed, is 
in itself grounds for her disqualification. 

With all the drama of a novel rushing to its climax, 
Mark inserts the older hopeless woman into the story 
of Jesus’ mission to heal the just girl. The old 
bleeding woman is an interruption and an energy 
thief to boot! 

Yet, as the story unfolds both are healed. The young 
and the old, the hopeful and the hopeless. 
There is enough time, power, compassion, and grace 
to go round so that no one needs be written off. 

I wonder when our selective, cozy, judgmental 
congregations will learn that? 

We just cannot determine who Jesus should 
prioritize for his attention. 

At times of great disaster medical personnel are 
trained to practice triage. To decide who is most in 
need of medical attention and care.  The injured are 
tagged with tape.  Green for not serious. Yellow for 
serious. Red for critical. Black for terminal. 

If Mark’s edit of the gospel tells us anything it is 
this… 

Christian, pack away your tape and labels.  There is 
no need for triage in the kingdom of God. 
 
 

Peter Woods, The Listening Hermit 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings 
 

June 28, 2015  
Proper 8B/Ordinary 13B/Pentecost 5  

 

The readings this week: 
◦ 2 Samuel 1:1-17, 27 ◦ Psalm 130  
◦ 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 ◦ Mark 5:21-43 

“There is enough 

time, power,  

compassion, and 

grace to go round..” 
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=208
http://thelisteninghermit.com/2012/06/26/jesus-has-no-time-for-triage-ordinary-13b/
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55303


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-17, 27 

 
What did you learn about the deep grief David felt for 
Jonathan and Saul? Why did David’s lament put Saul in a 
positive light? How does grieving over the death of others 
relate to how we feeling?  Is there a proper ways to 
express grief?  Kingdom Warrior Ministries 

 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 130 
 

How would you describe the experience of hope? of 
hopelessness? The psalm begins with a cry to the Lord 
from "out of the depths.” What pictures come to mind as 
you read this phrase?   The psalmist's distress seems to be 
related to a struggle with guilt. How can guilt lead to 
hopelessness?  Verses 3 and 4 tell us that God forgives. 
How does the promise of forgiveness contribute to hope?  
Verse 5 says, "I wait,. . . my soul waits." What is the 
relationship between waiting and hope?  What area of life 
is it difficult for you to be hopeful about?  What reasons 
do you have for hoping in the Lord?  Quiet Time Bible 
Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
 

What goal did Paul have for the Corinthians? What does 
this show about giving? What did Paul want to 
accomplish by describing the Macedonians’ liberality? 
(Think: Does God require generous giving? So what did 
Paul mean by saying “not by command”) How did Jesus 
also set an example of giving?  In what sense is giving a 
sacrifice, and how can we see this in Jesus?  What advice 
did Paul give in vv 10,11? (Think: In what sense was this 
just advice instead of command?)  What does v12 teach 
about attitudes compared to ability in giving?  According 
to vv 13,14, what was and was not Paul’s intent in giving 
these instructions?  Bible Study Lessons  

 
____4th Reading: Mark 5:21-43 

 
Compare and contrast the two people who came to Jesus 
for help in this passage.  Which of these two would 
normally have been the ministry priority? Why?  If you 
had been one of Jesus’ disciples observing this incident, 
how would you have felt about him delaying to talk with 
the woman?  What were the consequences of Jesus’ delay 
to go to Jairus’ home?  Why was Jesus unconcerned 
about the delay?  As you consider your life in the light of 
this passage, what one or two adjustments in your beliefs, 
attitudes, or behaviors do you need to make? PDX Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Holy God, Creator of Life, 
you call us out of our dark places, 
offering us the grace of new life. 
When we see nothing but hopelessness, 
you surprise us with the breath of your spirit. 
Call us out of our complacency and routines, 
set us free from our self-imposed bonds, 
and fill us with your spirit of life, compassion, and peace, 
In the name of Jesus, your anointed one, we pray. Amen. 
 
~ written by Rev. Nancy Johnson and posted on her 
wonderings through life and other such nonsense 

We need to somehow keep part of our day clear 
for us to wait for the Lord.  So oftentimes we go 
charging on ahead down the path of life 
neglecting the fact that our guide, the only one 
who knows where we are going, is now behind 
us. He knows the dangers and the traps in the 
road and we don't. We just get in such a hurry to 
get there that we get impatient and think that we 
can hurry up our Leader if we just charge ahead. 
We forget how many times He has taken this 
road and how well He knows it. He holds back 
for a reason. He knows us better than we know 
ourselves and we must wait for Him to lead us 
and show us the way. Often times when we do so, 
we find that He is constantly showing us some of 
the wonders on the path. He wants to show us the 
robin's eggs hatching over in that tree, or the fox 
and her pups basking in the sunlight in that glade. 
He wants to show us the beauty of the sunlight 
rippling over the waterfall just over there, and to 
let us smell the sweet honeysuckle at this place. 
 
Please, let us resist the temptation to be busy and 
instead learn to wait and be still.  
 
~ From The busy soul must wait, a devotion 
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